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Often running a shop is not simply a job, it is a whole way 
of life. Shop keeping affects all aspects of life and there is 
little separation between life and work, they are inextricably 
linked and entwined.
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MR General Stores in Smethwick sells almost everything you 
might need and is full to bursting with stock. Nadeem Riasat 
who runs the store describes it as “a typical Pakistani shop”.

“I have been working in a shop more or less all my life since 
high school, on and off since then. I was running it by myself 
from the age of fifteen even though I was still at school. Dad 
had to go away and I was left with my uncle who couldn’t 
speak English. That’s about fourteen or fifteen years ago,  
its just part of life.”

Fruit and veg spill out onto the pavement.

A Way of Life... 
Nadeem Riasat in his natural 

environment at the shop.
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“We are open more or less 9am to 9pm, 
sometimes we are open after 9pm but it 
can be as late as 10 o’clock in the summer, 
as long as the customers keep coming.”

“It is a family business. We cater for just a few 
streets around us for those people who do not 
want to go to the high street.”

“Its highly dense, there is a lot of stuff. I would describe it 
as an Aladdin’s cave. Things hanging off the ceiling, shelves 
pretty much stacked to ceiling height. Your eyes don’t know 
where to look I think there is all sorts, everywhere. I would 
describe it as a traditional Pakistani shop. If you go to a 
Pakistani shop in Pakistan they are full to ceiling height.”

“Doesn’t matter whatever happens in the future someone will always be here. I have three 
other brothers and my uncle helps out too.”

(Right) Something for everyone. 
Sweet dispensers for the younger 

customers crowd the frontage.

(Below) Aladdin’s cave. 
Nadeem likes the hectic excess 

of his shop with “stuff” stacked to 
the ceiling.
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“Free Time? Free time is spent in the shop. Because we only 
live next door and you are just sat watching telly you may 
as well be sitting watching it in the shop. It doesn’t feel like 
work it feels like life. It’s like washing, doing the laundry 
doing the dishes, its part of life, like doing a chore but one 
you don’t mind doing as you get all sorts of people coming 
in which is nice, it passes the time.”

“Family life is very bound up with 
[the shop], It is very integrated into 
our lifestyle. It puts the food on the 
table it’s our livelihood, our life. Its 
second nature now, you don’t even 
think about it as work.”


